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Frank Carpenter Visits Commercial Center of the Alps-Euro- pean Workingmen and Their Stri

Laborers Who Carry Stools-H- ow the Women Work -- A Look at the Swiss Schools and Their
F.,rr.?et,-- rl rr,-tn- r: Oculists and Dentists Free of Charge School Tours and School Baths.
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Our t pew. rt '. roachiri'- - too' ac J al

implTnents ar e.l represented
t:.. r,i tin tinrfet buildinss of Ihf towrn

his lir-- r 'xort fjoms dioted to the sai
f Ani'ii an uffic furnitur--- .

Von i i lj Bo-I- on bo-- 3 at se.eral
liai. :i'-- Kahnhof strastf.

I ii"fj Yankee nations for fjIp In thj
UT".nit-- n the o!':-- r part- - of the town

Zuiui- - . tiie bisci&t ity .f d

It h-- t 17i"'J pop . and aaiong them th-- n-

h st f thp ountr .

It is the intTr ut the silk industry, th
wip of the chi'f machin" and iron works'
:nd tne sreat who e point.

The tit is situatd In Xonhern Siiitzer-l-i
nd. a tojpie of hour' ride from Uasp..

at a ?.lace wh're the railroid- - which giv&
axre-- io et-r- part of Switzerland and
tftfc Aire. mt-t- .

It l!-- s on Lake Zurich, srbloh i twentj-liv- e

miles long- and two and one-ha- lf miles
:de.
The TJramat River, rh:ch connerts this

lake with the Ilhin- -. runs throutrh it. cut-t:i- R

a valley roaited v.ith farm
and in i ardA

Th Tf-,- - in tie hfart of the Alp- -. ind
tlie Kii and other uidock mounuins are
in plun Mitv from many pans of it

1 rod- - up Mount Zurich on the cible Una
this mcrnini; for a view of the uij.
fJTY AT NOHTH
i:XD 'F UKE

Zunr h he yt tile north end of the lake,
tthirh --iret h s on ,iimost as far as ou
un s iwii'.int; like a, gnat river in and
out ani' ng the hiiit.

It extends come distance down on Loth
siilet of tin- - lake; it climbi the liill and
jrtu (an we its smokestacks nlons tlm
bank" of the river, rourkinp- - the sites of the
silk. . .turn and Iron factories, fo: which it
i- - f.irni-u- -

y.ni .ih proper looks more like a city of
t id in e-- thjii a comniMLial and xnanuf-i-
lutn c " nttr.

m " manv rhurehe-- - and seho-)- l nnl
. .,- - ' iilJinss rising hmli above or-- ij

it i' uv.s
'! ii. ci are v.ide and the hoti5- - havo

L i n t .1 cirdens a1out tiiero.
!! ill oiler sections th-r- e are bulldmcs

i i!i til lid roofs out 0f which quaint
! ! i 'it ms poke iheir liejiH

j - - it is iitti--d witn structuresV't-
-

v i. ic- - ban!s and at e place crosii . i,,, river, on pilen h
t' '( w.ner flows on benr.tth.

' ', r- - - .in acre or so of sut.i hou4.
itM. r places the Tiuildinsr" have or-- (

i - r r toiMers on the ground lloor, facing
' ' '!( h stnrrs them. w
thii "j v. ilk in the hade. the roof of
ti 'in! l.i inn the floors

"
' '' old Swi'--i fonn of bulldin?.

i r.'i it t& an even greater decree
ii I! r

I lisvo much tune, m iliivini; about
V ii- - w. r parts nf Xunch

Tlii. raze for rldts or ainrt'r.cnts is quite
a- - i' )re as tn the United States, and
n r. apartment house.s are coin up evcry-- w

'.en
lird-'-- the Hat Bvslfin 5s now common

nl' ov r IZurope.
It hi- - bun in vogue in rraiiee and Ger-m.i- ri

for mure ihan a seneratton.
It is now pushing Jts way into Cnsland.

Fr indmvia and Switzerland. is .1
iiv of flat-,- , although it has romo beautiiul

v ll'a
In Rcrn there are stores on the ground

fin rrb wuh apartments above, even in the
oli'er Fcctions of the city, and .urich is fatt
bn omlns all flits.

l.itij uf he new houses are apartment
Ik mi -- . pure and simple.

fit hers .ire apartments and store- - com-
bined

Thrr to be no fKed rulo as to
b-i- - loi ations. ris in other cities.
"vlIOl IMU: KSTAJJMSHMEXT
f RKOUXDCD IJY Ili:SIDENOi:--

You tilid a bin wholesale cstablMimi nt
wav off nt one side surrounded bv resi

and ou have often to hunt for the
stores that von want.

The people are very con"rvative
They stick to the merchants with whom

they are accustomed to deal, and for this
it will pav well to cultivate them as

to American irade.
In i r.dc with Cor.fcul Webcrknccht one

nfti-rnoo- n we rode by the Zurich Tonhalle
and oMier r hur.ictcristlc buildings.

The Tonhalle is one of the of
evi ry Swis- - l

It i& 3 ijub.'ii jtJi-'iii-- P bijudi'V ' n

lir-M-Tr--'- ''
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T'dt o'.'Iiy WOHEH

t.i.niriir a nuii r-- 'aj! .1 ', a t' lt-- r . a '

coi.cert luum
It was built ni-- h private f .m - : --

owned bv- - a priv it - coir;anv- - bt tiie
Kive- - S."io a year to :t- - -- appuii

The people feel that the) m t t" '' a.
this out of it in havm-- r ohi-a-p mi-- 1 1

good arou-- i m-- nt plate for them-- . l.c and
the traveling; publi'-- .

Th-'r-- - are beautiiul at Gnv.-.an- d

Luctrne. with concert and bail
rooms, restaurant, theater ani cald-ns- .

I You can so imo th- - ar-- n- - free and
to the concert which is nld daily at

4 pm.
I ,'ind that the drartmont 'tores "re

slowly but surely makin-- j their v.av into
Europe.

Paris has had them for many years, but
the oth- -r titles are Just beginning to adopt
them, and I nnd teverai here in Switzer-
land

There I one in the heart of the flty
which looks as thousb it might have n

lifted up out of an American town and
diopped down into the Alps.

It-- , wall- - ar of iron and glass and it Is
constructed ,ri much the iazr.e way as our
ttoits

It has, howi-vr- , about two clerks to our
on--- , and InMtad of u.'i-i- g the cash tarri-- r
.sj.-te- m or the ca--h boy it has Imle catn
di :ks here and thf -- e on every lloor.

The purcha-e- r has to ply a!- - 11- 1- bills at
these desks, the clerk who ha made the

al- - soins with him aril cairvin-- r the gxiods
to be there wrapped up

The clerks are not alIo-- I to haiidlo th- -

money, and th-- - fcv.cti-n- i is ultot;ether most
clumsv and incoiiveniint to th-- purchaser.

Zurn h does a hie business in silk.
It compute- - wMi I..yon as to c- - rtain

Kood- -, and It his v. holt ilk store
which compare favorably with anv I fjiv in
Ti anci.
silks jiadh to
1'i.hask the tourist.

The tilks are made to suit the foreign
1 ai.d lo to catch the iji of the

tourit.
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Oeneva

dences,

casino?

things, Amer- - """" "e tan pav
amount

and was offered no end of Italian blaikets
bv-- the Swiss of refuse silk for tho

tuun-- t trade.
I say Italian blankets, for the Swiss axa

Sieat imitators.
Like the Oermins they copy the goods

of other eountrie- -. I am told they do
this i to the trade marks.

One e I of was that o Lhe
JlcCormlck reaper.

The Swiss --aw these machines were stu-
ms' vvell with their farmer: and one firm
imitattd them and put a facsimile the
m.uket. which it named "the Cormlck."

Of course, the American McCormick com-
pany objected, and as the steal was fo ap-
parent the Swiss were compelled to change
the name to the Helvetia, although they
did not alter . make of the machine.

This make-- , me think of a revolver I saw-i- n

Soul Ami riei which was the exact
copv of a well-know- n American make.

It was manufactured by the Germans and
bore upon ii:i siae the legend, "Smith &
Wesson cartridges must be used with thii,
revolver."

The "Smith & Wesson" were in let-
ters and the remaindrr in small, so that
the American who could only read
Spanish and could make out nothing but
those thoucht he was buying a gen-
uine Amenc-i- gun whereas he got a cheap
and nasty German imitation

I came neir being- - arrested to-d- aj

I was coming from the bank with my
mall and just torn open a letter from
the editor of this new-pape- r and thrown
the envelope on the street.

A policeman came up to me and ejed ma
sternly as he pointed to it.

I blu-h- ed ml and at once picked it up.
for I had heard that it was against the law
ot throw waste paper on the street.

You can't even it Into the river or
canals without liable to arrest, and
the laws are rigid as to city cleanliness.

All the people are expected to keep the
streets clean in front of their houses, and
the police help them.

The result is that Zurich looks like a
Dutch and the whole town is spick
and span.

The streets are well kept and are relaid
whenever they show of going- - into
ruts.

Some of the roads are juved with
cobbles.

I v. cut over such a one this aflernoon
which the '.our were repairing
noznx jii:.- - ai
WORK IAMXfi STOXKS

Tin n-- j 'S a men at work
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HANACrE THS MA?:STd

lavi'.e 5. e I " -- ' s. d to m- - th t
1 n i it .1 a raM Iwsure.y wav

K I, h mason lia-- a milking sk, , to t
on a- - In wurk'U. and I photographed one
m the mt

II vas ;bi;ed to have his picture t iken
ai d I fell into conv er.sation w ith him.

He told me that his waces were cenU
an hour and that he usually made SO tents
for his dav of ten hours.

In comins back on the car I asked
th-- conductor what he was pild and found
that In- - ox. the same a the mason & tent3

but that his dav- - was twelve hours ad

of ten.
far emp'oves who have ben lonsc with

the lompany sometimes receive as much as
?0 cents and K! cents a day. but there aievery few-- who as high as $1 for a day
of twelve hours.

The normal Swiss workinir diy is eeva
hours and waES ranse from Zto rd

There fire manv in the silk
who do not get more than this and

some who get Ie- -.

The wages are low in the embroiderv mills
and ao tn those weavinir eotton. although
in the latter muin of the work Is done

and skilled emp!oes m.ike what are
hi re coTie-idcri- fair wages.

And still the workingnien in Switzerland
have their organizations

There are workingmen's societies nearly
ev ervwheri.

The Govrnmnt has passul factory laws,
aid a few voars ago it wis found that
th--r- e were 3.CX) factories under these laws;
thev- - fmplov.vl Siii"0 men.

Manv- - of the cintons have thflr own labr
teguiations. in --ome there jre labor bu-
reaus and technical schools

The worklngmen combine together to
further own interests, and thev hive
sucreed-- d in getting Iegl-Iati- by appeal-
ing to the Swiss CongTe-s- .

As it Is now the railroad companies are
liable to damages if men are seriously hurt
while in their employ.

If 1 man is injured in a factorv the

earnings, or a mivlmum of $1.30.
Some of the saddest scenes here are the

women at work.
WOMEN' PERFORM M.t,
KINDS OF LABOR.

I have seen many a grav-hair- el dame
with the sweat streaming down her

You ee girls pitching and raking hay and
spiding and hoeing in the helds.

You ee them going over the with
great loads on their back.', and in the Alps
vou may meet them toiling along with bas-
kets full of manure strapped to them.

The comes from the and is
ng carried up to be sprend over the pas-

tures on the sides of the hills.
I have peen women pushing carts har-ne-s- pj

up with dogs, and I frequently -- ,...
them wood in the streets

Another sight of a moie modern tvpe is a
Swiss girl riding an American mowing ma-
chine pulled bv two cows, for, indeid, tows
are nlo worked, and for labor there is ro
distinction of sex. either bovine or human.

The cows are worked 111 most pans uf
Switzerland.

They are sometimes harnessed up with
ocrn, and 1 frequentlv see a cow and a
horse pulling along S'de by side.

Returning to the women of Switzerland,
they are u-- very largely a- - clerks in fhe
stores

S'ime have Government otlices and vou
find them acting as cashiers in the cafc-- i
and restaurants.

They are as good in a busine-s- - way as
thtir French sisters, and. like the French
women, are among the thriftiest of their
tex.

The most of the marketing of Switzerland
is done by the women.

In Bern the markets are in the streets.
The women bring in their vegetables,

their butter and cheese and other wares
and peddle them out from stands on the
sidewalk.

In they push their into town
in little wagons like baby carriages

In Bern you frequently see a dog cart
going from door to door, the women huck-
sters now pulling, with the dog- - and

to peddle milk or vegetables to the
houses.

It - with the-- c dogs that they bring their
wans in from the eountrv. the dog taking
the part of the horse.

' SWISS HOUSEWIFE DOES
i HER OWX BUYING.
j The purchasers in the markets are also
I women

Every Swi-- s housewife does her own buj-ii- m

I bought, among oilier an I OI "ctorv ue mine 10

flag woven in Zurich as . sjuv-en.-r I m,"h a; timt?: of his carly

made

and

know

on

a

large

South

words

had

throw--

heing

kitchen

signs

Swiss

I'ciha

street

reach

hands

thdr

wrin-
kles.

roads

manure barns

sawing

Basel goods

She comes out early and picks out the
things for heisclf.

I stopped before one woman who was
butler of a white-cappe- d female

blllttr seller
The bultir was molded Into great lo ivc,

fiom wiii'h win' "t the iKmand-i- d

bv the putiha-er- s.

The cutting is done with a bia- - wne in

the shape ol a loop, whiih the woman tits
mound the oaf and pulls through, cutting
the butter much more Mnoolhlv and evenly
than could 1J done with a knlte.

I oi as to prices and was told that
,.nii butter I now Worth 14 cents a pound

! have -- pent -- ome time 111 going thiough
"11 iliimU ot Zuiitii anil otket parts

I am suipn-v- d at lii-- n

mi Svvis- - ml- - 011 thtir edit. .1.

. uial and the umvt-r-all.- - patioa-1- .
tin

II n- - in .'in. h it climated that !. 1 r

fit ..f the Mullen of 1" da's - ,, to i . .

lllllOUl.ll til e tMill. Ml
l. .Ili -- choo!-.

adt-mi- i s and kuidi -- - 11 wi- -
1 ai

Ev.-i- j canton has its Scl I Uoanl and n- -

n . village its buol building- -

lit--- ti ui.ti) is siiiill. but all togtlin t'l
mole than i"'J hi ii. atal a lai-- ,

i.bei ot high -- el oo's ami iiniv.rsiu. -
i:.i-- . I ha- - a univ t wlii. h was luiuid .1

'.'..:,- - tin n'roi'i! of Ameiita and th r
at l.ern. G-- v t 1

a . .,..od .ii.ivir-Ui- es

..i.rg .uM Zuruh
I!.-.- - uimt-r-tii- " an- - ,n tl-.- -

tho-- - o. lainui.i, - u h be::',- plan a"
. . imd b .1 rntoi aril a mate aid ii

v In'o "tour tacultii" "I tt'ejioj,v Uv
, . ml nirtlicim.

Itrre at Zurich a lini. - la.o. .s
lVder.il Govern'i. 11..i.taiiK.l o tht

(, has I.i-t-i studMils ar.d 1 pi if-u:- -' I

i let mi 1' ii. 011 10 this t.'"-r- are
Suiuerlaud wh'ch in v. mom- in

- the Gmc at Government c. fir ,n
,. . and tneit are al-- o sfv-- i : . i.mne,-..a- ,

. . -. with more tl'an O.iiaI pi.piis
M.VUhf EVERY SfiIO1.1L
1. '- ITS 0Y.MXASIU.M.

- Swis- - v.atth i"ie hral.li i. '

I ..nn Lid a'n:o.--t ,verj - 11 '. s .1.---

'ins 11111

"tere ore n.ore tli.i'i a tboi--- . s on.
- .'.lin-- liave gvm'iiefc t'a all tn

,.., iini'i.i aid 101 .vhuh sous a
.Kiastus a part of the iar

I have vi.-it- a n'imber vf , m 1.1 u -
" aini tin l. 1'ivy an- - v i tu.p!ed - a

.;- - do their work under .i 'jr u.-"- t 1

r- -.

Iioolbou - .' - t w''"here are si
.b ih have baths (onmcted with f 111. and

. .Prf. Itili! i.ut I r a wa-.- i.

'I he has :ts -- hool dm t. r- - w no nuk-!--
la evaminatioiis of the ei- -. eais an 1

- h or the pupil- -.

think of a --cl'ooi demist
Tlut .s what thev "ive 111 Zun h

Vanv of the puil.c schools ha.e gaid-ii-alo-

them.
I visi'ed cne this afternoon which h- -d it

Iei- -t an acre given up to piay mil ex-r- . -

ciound-- . and thus notwith-tandi- :i ii.e
school was in ti'. heart of the , it

I'nder the tre.-- s we-- e vaulting lior- - - . !

parallel bar and this n addition to ti iB-ul- ir

svmn.isiun undercover.
I, "ri -- uiioii 01 the ground.- - a lass of

bins as training ui.l-- r thei: profes-o- r. a
ti'wnv- - tintdeil man of V

The be--- - liad iron rods f. tir feet
lot g which tlK-- thr.-- about in a varirtv of
irotioiis as directed 1 photonraiihed this

I..-- s in action and the boys weie
thereat.

1. all pa'ts of SniTzerlatul the teacher"
. Vf the children orf now and then 0:1

touis.
: '- 1- halt- - on-- s vis.t the co'ntry near-b-

1 i the older puoils have excursions on the
r . Ir, ad- - to tne rniw beautiful parts of
Switzerland.

than r.Oi . holar wre out
f m Zurieh o'i surh touis la- -t vear with
1 ie r te.ieiiers

FRANK G CA.RPENTER.
. il.i'ieht. l-

-,
L V Ca.-Jl- -

TWAIN'S FRIENDS INVADED

HIS FIELD OF HUMOR.

Mirk Twain will probably never forget
the attempt of two of hu- - Hartfoi J friends
to invade hi realm of writing humor, and
the eonsequences of it.

In the er group was
the R'vcrend Doctor Parkt-r- , a Congrega-
tional clergyman of learning ar.d eloquence.
whoe church occupied relatively the same
pc-iti- Ii the south part of the city as
Doctor Twichell's did "on the hiil "

One mornlnc the newspaper of which
Charles Dudley Warner editor-in-chie- f,

publ'-he- d in. its religious notices a para-
graph that the Reverend Doctor Parker had
baptized stveral women and children In tho
font of the South Baptist Church the even-
ing before.

Th south Baptist Church was only a
blcck or two away from Dr. Paiker"s south
Congregational Church, and tho reporter 111

his mixed report ascribed to Doctor Parker
functions that had really been performed
by the Reverend Doctor Crano, pastor of
the South Baptist Church, in tho pres-
ence of a large ongreat:on.

Struck with the humor of the th'ng.
Parsons Parker and Twichell stopped at
the ollice of tne Hartford Times to have
the report corrected ,11 its early evening
edition and to have a lann over the story
with Frank Bair. irn. I editorial writer,
and John Belden. sporting' editor.

As a re-u- it of the joint labors of the- -

four, but mainly ot the Reverends Parker
and Twichell. a half-colum-n article ap-

peared 111 the early edition of the Times
describing in detail the baptismal ceremony
conduclc--d by Doctor J'urker in Dr. Crone's
Church.

It was so absurdly preposterous that it
reemed impossible anybody could have been
deceived by it.

The account described clrcumstantiallv
Dottor Parker's violent descent upon tho
astonished congregation of the South Bap-ti- -t

Chunh. his driving the terrified Doc-

tor Crane from hi- - fvnt, baptizing willy-nill- y

anvbodv that came In his way. and
finally marching back in triumph to hi9
own church, preceded by a howlins crowd,
witli a hunJ-orsa- n t"iner at the head
of it.

When tne first edition of the new-pap- er

appeared upon the street the whetls
to work

Chief of Polite Patkard, who was a mem-
ber of Doctor Parker's concrcgauon, was
taken in by the svndicate of humor and
demanded to know from the policeman on
the beat how such a disgraceful occurrence
could have taken place withhout his being
informed of it.

City Treasurer Erown hurried up to the
Times office to make inquiries. Several
women Immediately called on lira. Crane
und on Mrs. Parker.

Messages began to come in by telegraph.
When Doctor Parker came out from a min-
isters' meeting the storm was at its height.
In the later edition of the paper the story
was "lifted "

Mark Twain sent a consolation message
to his friends. "Suppose you chaps stick
to preai hmg." he said, "and let me do tho
funny bu-im- ss for the newspapers. Wh.
if I had attempted to preach I could not
have made a worse mess of it."

Good Enough Show.
This world is a stage they tell me.

No doubt what they tell me is true.
And I'm glad that I came
For a look at the, same.

And I'm happy to see it through.
It's 1 pretty good show in the morning;

It's a prettv good show at night.
It's glorious tun
'Xeath the smiling sun.

And it's pleasant when stars, ate bright.
"J'ls a wonderful n

That the wooded lights untold
When thev shift the scene
From the autumn's gieen

To the prodigal summer's gold.
There are scenes of tragic sorrow;

There are moments of careless glee.
Though critics cry
That it's all awry.

It's a good enough show for me.
Washington Star.

Little Maid's Idea.

"He strode with a martial air." read the
little girl.

"Xon get the dictionary and look up the
meanings of tl e words." said the teacher,
"and then bring mc a paraphrase of that
si ntence.

The little maid worked heavily over her
dirtionarv. and then brought the following
paraphrase to her teacher:

"He took long- strides with great cour-
age."

AUTOMOBILE AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR
SANTA'S REINDEERS AND SLEIGH,

I

John Kendrick Bangs Chats With
Motor Carrif-g-c

Kj5r5S-tv- j mfr. n ? v3?---BsbB-

k M$gM

iff lil(wSfl

111 v'

.1
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WP.ITTi:' F'i'R THF !'D1Y P.EPUDI.IC.
It vva- - a iri-- p. o Id moi when, in

to an mviMtiun fron Smta Clau-- 1
vi-it- lum at hi- - headquarter.- - in the

Tov s lo tall: over the general holiday
situat-ui- i

I had had a hard ride- - from the citv owing
to the vviv c a.;e-tio- n of tral'ic. tuit
1.11 ih. Flt-- e cVr.tral Railway, md later o
the Gieen. and Air lare. upon which svstem-o..- e

i.ow has tu travel to reach the--
Clai,-- - p.at.

Tired .13 I was. however. I was soon
braced up by th- - invigorating air that I
tnathed into mv lungs ir. the twenty-mil- e

sleigh ride from Dolltowu, the railway sta-
tion. OUT. to flail-JVlil-

Here the veiit-rabi- e Saint of Yuletide has
his o.'I.ct.

Tne reoidcer Wire in eviedent form ani
maue snort work of the seore ot miie- - tint
lav-- b tweeii tne raUv.uj and my objective
pwnt- -

It was difficult at first for me to get usel
to the idea of vvhizzmj-- ' over this dazzmgly
white country in a se.igh drawn by ix mag-mnte- iit

creatures who i.ad never known
the fecllllg of u leiu.

For a brief while my sensations were
mil h like those of cne who is being run
away with, but live minutes of it served
to restore my conndenee m my safety.

At the end of ten I was quite a- - comfort-
able in my mind as I have ever beea in
a hansom ca-j- .

Upon my arrival at the Clausvllle Hotel
I found a steaming hot breakfast prepared
for me, consi-iin- g' of broiled chocolate
creams, a of bard-buile- d peppermint
sticks and some candied applet, just ircmi
the ovens.

These I ate with re!I--h- . and then walked
up the broad mam .street of Clausville to
the headquarters of Mr. Claus. He received
m with his usual cordiality and made me-fe--

perfectly at home the moment I en-
tered his private office.

"If jou don't mind waltim; a moment."
he said, after he had made me welcome; "I
am just nni-ihia- g up my correspondence,
and there are just a few letters of import-
ance that remain to be answ ered.

"I'il be with you in about live minutes."
I gladly acquiesced and Santa turned to a

row of twenty stenographers at one end of
his room and soon had tiie fingers of every
one of them, busy taking down his marvel-
lously rapid dictation.

While this was 4.01:1s- on I had a chance
to look about his room and was much en-
tertained at what I saw there.

Models for mechanical railwajs and auto-
mobiles in miniature and engines and car-
riages of all sorts and descriptions were to
be found on every side.

On the walls were pictures of most Inter-
esting make, most of them movable, in
which the figures seemed to be alive and to
enact some little story for the onlooker.

In one-- corner of the room, which was very
large and bright, stood .1 huge
containing-- . I should sav. about a thousand
volumes, which Santa Claus'a authors havo
turned out In the last vear.

On the other side was another case, which
had held some MS large volumes, which, I
judged from labels on their backs, contained
the records ot all the youngsters In the
world, alphabetically arranged.

I was stiongly tempted to take down one
of the-- to see how my own youngsters
had been behaving themselves.

While I was turning the proposition osA
in mv mind Santa Claus left his stenogri-pher- s

and announced hi readiness to taik
to me.

"Well." he said genially, as he handed mi
a candy cigar, "I m v ery glad to see you.
Just try that Flora Chocolatora and tell
me how vou like it."

"Thank jou." said I. putting- the cigar In
my mouth. "Do we ah light these?"

"X'o. indeed." he teplie-- j .vith a laugh:
"jou just pull at it as vou would on a real
cigar.

"It's a dry smoke, but very toothsome anet
nourishing. And now for your questions.

"I gathered from jour letter that you
wanted me to give uu an interview for
Christmas "

"Yes.," said I, "hut I had an idea you'd be
willing to Just talk, and after vou had said
all vou had to say 1 could write in the
questions."

"H'm! That's th w iv you do it, eh?" he
said, scratching his chin

"Well I don't know Just what to talk
about I've never been interviewed before."

"How do vou feel in regard to the auto-
mobile, for instance, as a. substitute for
Prancer and Dancer and jour reindeer out-lit- ?"

I suggested
I was glad I asked the question, for it

was evident the minute I spoke that I had
touched him upon one of his raw spots.

"It'll never do In this world." he cried,
pounding the table with his fist.

"I tried it last vear against my wishes,
but yielding to the solicitations of a number
of our Board of Directors, and the way
the thing was botched was disgraceful.

"We sent out two hundred and fifty au-
tomobiles all loaded with toys, and only
liv5 of 'cm accomplished their work satis-facton- lj.

"Sixteen of them blew up before the.v'dgone a hundred miles; forty-tw- o got
stuck in the snow half way between Claus-
ville and Boston; thirty of our chauffeurs
were jugged for scotching before they'd
delivered a single toy

"Four of them punctured their tires on
church steeples and lightning rods.

"Between vou and me, it was because one
of the biggest of 'em a Jri,t) Mercedes
collided with the top of it, in the dusk, that

the Merry Saint of Yuletide He Prefers Prancer and Dancer to tnc Fastest
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the Campanile at Ven'oe later came clatter-
ing down about the e..r of the populace.

"Worst of all. the tovs that were delivered
successfully smelltd so of gasolene thit
they made half the children sick before
morning came, and the chug-chuggi- of
the machine.- - up 0:1 the roof top waked up
nearly evervbodj in their neighborhood.

"Xo. sir! You tell the of The
Republic for me lb it we're going to stick
to first principles up here, and that while
there's a reindeer Iett in the world we have
no use for automobiles in our "

"Po-sib- ly 111 tin or fifteen years Jou'll
find the airship useful." I suggested.

"Possibly.' he sai3. "and then thev 'II call
me Stnty Dunwat 1r.ste.1d of Sonty Claus

eh"" he added with a chuckle.
"Don't vou pm vour taith to tne airship,

young man.
"We've been experimenting- - on that, too,

and it never works surely enough for us.
"I sent one out last year along with the

automobiles, and It collapsed somewhere
over the Sahara, where there isn l a. kid ot"
anv kind to bo pro.-ide- for.

"What's the result?
"Somt-whtr- e in that vast stretch of sard

there aie enough tovs to stock a depart-
ment store, and two tons of
wasting their sweetiuss on the desert air.

"X'i. sir. X'o airships in mine.
"The reindeer and the sleigh are as much

a part of Christmas as I am, and hereafter
we stand or fall together.

"If they abolish the reindee-- r for t'le au-
tomobile thei '11 have to aboh-- h me along
with 'e-- and substitute a toy emporium
for yours trulv."

"Good'" I ejaculated. "There's no view-
ing to the iconoclastic, spirit of the ae in

ou. Is there?"
"That's a new word to me." said Santa

Claus. "But "
"Iconoclastic signifies destructive." I ex-

plained.
"Oh I see" said Santa Claus. "Well, it's

a good name for an automobile, the Red
Iconoclast, eii?"

Verv good." I laughed. "I suppose." I
continued, "jour business Is increasing rap-
idly''"

"Most active vear we've ever had." said
he. "I.ut it has brought Its troubles with it.

"We made a bad mistake at the beginning
of the veir bv manufacturing i lot of tov
walking delegates up at the shop- -

"We thought thej-'- create a geod deal of
amusement among the voungsters in the
Unit-- ! States. anl we tinned out a pretty
blg batch of them. ard. by jinco' the first
thing we kn?w thej'd organized a dozen
labor unions nmonjr the other toj--s and in
two weeks wo had a general toj' strike on
our hands.

"There wasn't a tov in the storeroom,
from the monkevs-on-the-stir- k to the
French dol's. that wrnM work"

"Not renllv '" T rried
"It's a fart." said Santa Claus. "And a

more preposterous lot of demands you never
heard.

"The United Brotherhood of PIuh Dogs
refused utterlj- - tn bark unless we gave
each one two extra sleigh bells to hang
ar und his neck.

"The monkej-s-on-a-stie- who have been
red from time immemorial passed resolu-
tions declining to jump unle-- s the- - were
painted blue anil had two coats at that.
Thev also demanded shorter sticks and
flexible talK"

"I never heard of such a thing-.- I said,
amazed at the news.

"Nor - eNe " ?alil Santa Claus.
"And you should have heard the talkinir
dolls'

"After j ears of hard labor we had suc-
ceeded in producing a doll that would av
"Papa" and 'Mamma if vou punched it In
the stomach, and it's the solemn truth that
when we investigated them to see if thej-to- o

were infected with the strike spirit
per cent of 'em wouldn't respond at all

and the balance shHeked out' Down with
the operators! instead of making the usual
response."

"What did thej- - demand" I asked, smil-
ing at the situation, in spite of Santa
Clatis's wrath.

"Thej-- wanted to be snapped on the back
instead of prodded in the stomach: insisted
upon a four-ho- ur daj-- and real hair Instead
of tow." Santa Claus answered indignantlj-- .

"I can't sa- - I blamed them for preferring-t-
be slapped on the back to the other

operations, but the shorter hours and real
hair stumped me.

"We can't control the hours of labor
the toj-- s have to go through after thej-pecte- d

us to get the real hair from I can't
imagine.

"But the worst crowd of the lot was the
Federation ot Iron Wagon Drivers and the
cmteu uratr 01 am ociuiers. inej-- are)
jirenj nam customers unaer anv- - circum-
stances and thej- - objeefd to prettj- - much
everj-thin- thej- - had to do.

"The former, reiving upon their
took to smashio-- r things, and

HAVE? JK. CANDY
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when we calld out a dozen regiments ot
tin soldiers to maintain order all of 'em
mutinied, bent their bayonets, refused to
s.t on their horses, reversed their cotora
and affiliated with the Iron Wagon Driver-?- .

"In ail my experience," Santa Ciaos added,
"I've never had such a hard time with, tha
tojs before.

"The music boxes' wouldn't play anything
but the 'Marseillaise.' the ras dolls de-

mand:! Paresian trouseaux, the wax e-i

to live in houses that were not pro-
vided with running water, hot and cold.

''The marbles and agates wouldn't shoot
straight and in our plaster schools- the chil-
dren ail insisted upon beice school mas-
ters, instead of pupils."

"Bj- - Jove! but jou must have had a tiroa
of it!" I cneil. "But were there no non-
union tovs among- them?"

"Yes," said Santa Claus. "there were at
first."

"And did they go over to the union?" I
JLsked.

"No." replied Santa Claus.
"Thej-- had the sawdust shaken out of

'em. mostly bj-- the Iron Wagon Drivers.
"Within a week of our investigation. In

whuh tiie tov--s had to declare themselves
a- - being on one side or the other, w
gathered up eighteen bssketfuls of non-
union toys, not one of which was fit for
US".

"The thing lasted until Julj- - and every
time we'd jield a little they'd demand
more, and. bv- - Jove' thev- - finally got to the
point wheie thej- - demanded that each one

f them should be permitted to say to
what child he should be given and that
each should be delivered by special mes-
senger Instead ot in the usual way.

"The china dolls Issued a statement saj--In-
g

that they wouldn't go out at all unless
each was provided with three sult3 ot
clothes and a porcelain lined bathtub.

"The last word from the jumping jacks
"was that thej- - would consent to being left
onlv in lisle-thre- stockings, ana. wotua
retuse to work except In response to a pult
on a silken string. Instead of the ordinary
twine we have used since the jumping jack
was invented.

"And. worst of all, the motto candles
us to inscribe them with lines from

Browning, Shakespeare and Tennyson, In-

stead of with the usual jingles."
"Wei!, I declare!" sold I. "But what did

jou do? Is the strike on jet?"
' Yes. it's on with that particular lot,"

said Santa Claus.
"We are through with 'em. though. They

can strike and strike and strike for all wa
care

"We just turned In and made an entirely
lie'vv supplv leaving the walking- delegates
out. The strikers have been left to their
own devices, and the new lot are all of
them nonunion

"I hated to do it. but it was tha only
way "

"So that now all is plain sailing again?"
I asked.

"Not exactlj-.- " sold Santa Claua. "We've
practically had to do a year's work in five
months, and I regret to say that, working
day and night, we are still woefully short
in our supply.

"We hav e demand- - for about four mil-
lion more tojs than we cui provide, and so,
of course, there will be much disappoint-
ment all over.

' I'm awfullv sorrj-- . but we've done our
best, which is all anybody can do."

"I suppose." I put in at this point, "that
j'ou have the usual run of smoking jackets
and slippers, and golf suits and furs, and so
on. for the grown-up- s this jear."

"No I haven't." Eaid Santa Claus, "I'va
got a noveltj- - this jear for the grown-up- s.

"When I realized our condition in the toj-sid- e

of our proposition I took all our hands
off the presents for grown people and
turned our energies entirely Into replacing
our toy stock.

"Everybody in the place has been making
tov-s-, giving up the smoking Jacket and
slipper end of it altogether. Christmas is
first of all a children's season, know."

"And so we are to be without presents
this year?" I asked. "We who have ceased
to be children."

"No. indeed!" cried Santa Claus. Jovially.
"I've got a pre-e-- nt for the adults that will
warm the cockles ot every heart in your
countrj".

"I thought of it onlj-- and I've
fixed it alreadj-- , so that it will be delivered
all right."

"And may I ask what it is?" said I.
'Certainly." replied Santa Claus, If you'll

promise not to tell."
I promised, and Santa Claus whispered in

my ear a single monosyllable, which filled
mv 0ul with delight.

Of course, in view of my promise. I can-
not tell jou what it is the good old Saint
is to gladden our hearts with on Christmas
morning, but I can only say this:

If anv adult reader of this interview find
a ten of anthracite in his stocking on Christ-
mas mi -- tiipg ho need not be verv- - much.surprised. JOHN KENDRICK BANGS- -


